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1. What is Board of Education (BOE)?

2. Who are BOE members?

3. What is BOE doing?

4. Who are running for BOE?
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 The Board of Education of Howard County is the elected body responsible to the 
community for the education of their children and for the oversight and 
effectiveness of the school system. The Board adopts the vision, mission and goals 
for the school system and, in support of the mission and goals; the Board formulates 
and adopts educational policies that support the personal, academic, and social 
development of students. (Policy 2000 School Board Governance, I. Policy Statement)

 The responsibilities generally fall into three categories: Executive, Legislative, and 
Quasi-Judicial. Depending upon the particulars, the specific issue could fall into 
more than one category.
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 Have many meetings

 Make many decisions

54/15/2018



1. The Board employs and evaluates the Superintendent and Board Staff (Administrator, Internal Auditor, 
and Ombudsman). The Board holds the Superintendent accountable for the performance of the school 
system. Additionally, the Board holds the Superintendent responsible for employing and evaluating 
school system staff.

2. The Board delegates authority to the Superintendent to manage the school system and provide 
leadership for the staff. Such authority is communicated through written policies that specify ends 
desired by the Board and define operating limits.

3. The Board constantly monitors progress toward school system goals and compliance with written Board 
policies.

4. The Board, collectively and individually, takes full responsibility for Board activity and behavior. Board 
deliberations and actions are limited to Board work, not staff work.

5. Additional authority and responsibilities are delineated in Policy 2000 School Board Governance.
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 A. Vision and Mission Statement of the Howard County Public School System

 Vision: Every student is inspired to learn and empowered to excel.

 Mission: We cultivate a vibrant learning community that prepares students to thrive 
in a dynamic world.
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 B. Mission Statement of the Board of Education of Howard County

 The mission of the Howard County Board of Education is to provide leadership for 
excellence in teaching and learning by fostering a climate for deliberative change 
through policy and community engagement. (Policy 2000 School Board 
Governance)
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 C. Mission and Beliefs

 The Board of Education has control over educational matters that affect the county 
and that promote the interests of schools under its jurisdiction. The Board of 
Education adopts a strategic plan, called the Bridge to Excellence (BTE), to guide 
the school system in developing, implementing, and improving educational 
programs for its students. During the adoption process for the last strategic plan, 
the Board endorsed a Mission, a Vision of a dynamic learning community, and nine 
Belief Statements upon which the HCPSS educational goals and school 
improvement plans should be formulated. The Belief Statements were originally 
approved by the Board in January 1995 and are listed in Policy 2000 School Board 
Governance.
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1. Every child can learn.

2. • Each child is unique and has special abilities and interests that must be recognized and developed.

3. • The education of all children is the shared responsibility of the home, school, and community.

4. • Academics are a primary focus of education.

5. • Teachers have a responsibility to engage every student in learning.

6. • Students have a responsibility for their own learning and for their personal conduct.

7. • Parents have a responsibility for setting values and expectations that support the learning process.

8. • Lifelong learning is essential for productive and responsible participation in a diverse and changing world.

9. • Teachers have the right to teach and students have the right to learn in a safe and nurturing environment.
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