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Utilities are in charge of the distribution 
system, they are regulated monopolies.
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Investor-owned utilities are profit maximizers with captive customers. 

Chart Credit: Office of 
People’s Counsel
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FERC

PJMPublic Service 
Commission

Washington Gas &  
Light

Delmarva Power & Light

PEPCOBGE

Maryland General 
Assembly

Potomac Edison

Cooperatives:  A&N, Choptank, Somerset Rural, SMECO Municipally-owned:  Easton, City of Hagerstown, 
Thurmont, Town of Williamsport

Chesapeake Utilities 
and subsidiaries Columbia Gas

UGI

CAPTIVE CUSTOMER BASE

Investor-owned 
utilities
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Most of the 
charges on a 
utility bill are 
the usage x the 
rate .
Rates are set at the PSC with direction 
from the Maryland General Assembly.

In recent history, rate hike requests 
have very rarely been denied because 
the codified language did not require 
additional consideration on the 
matter
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Distribution rates have steadily, 
intentionally been going up over time.

Chart Credit: Office of 
People’s Counsel
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PJM Problems

Image Credit: PJM
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PJM Problems
Currently, about 30% of the supply costs on 
a utility bill are due to issues with the PJM 
wholesale market. 

● Not connecting new energy projects 
quickly enough

● Capacity Market auction not 
functioning properly

● Data center forecasts are skewing 
supply and demand projections
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Chart Credit: PJM
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Chart Credit: Office of 
People’s Counsel
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Disinformation- Supply and Demand

Image Credit: PJM

Maryland has always 
imported some of our 
electricity. Most PJM states 
are net-importers. We 
import energy for 
economic reasons. Similar 
to how we import food 
because it is cheaper than 
producing all of our own 
food.
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Chart Credit: PJM

Disinformation- No one wants to build in 
MD
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Disinformation
-
Rolling Black 
Outs
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Solutions
● Build clean energy using the competitive market
● Ensure clean energy projects are getting through the PJM 

process
● Battery storage 
● Require data centers to be good neighbors
● Reform PJM rules and stakeholder process
● Hold utilities accountable
● Visionary leadership


